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INVITATION
to
an international scientific conference and workshop
titled as
„SHAPING THE FUTURE OF COHESION POLICY 
FROM THE VISEGRAD 4 PROSPECTIVE”
“Lessons learned and the way forward for the V4 countries and the Balkans”
organized by the Szent István University 
in co-operation with Cohesion Policy Training Center Ltd.
with the financial contribution of the International Visegrad Fund (visegradfund@visegradfund.org).
to be held
between 22 and 23 March 2012
at the SZENT ISTVÁN UNIVERSITY, Gödöllő, Hungary 
(www.sziu.hu)
 
Aims of the conference:
 
The conference and seminars intend to give a comprehensive overview on the multi-annual programming procedure of the EU budget, detailing its steps, its key players and to reveal its consequent tasks emerging on the member states’ side. Experienced experts and officials will give presentations to the relevant decision makers of new EU member states on the requirements of launching a new programming period, sharing past experience, worst and best practices and give hint on how to prepare most appropriate to the efficient absorption of the 2014-20 EU funds.
The 2-day seminar intends to help this preparation procedure by putting on its agenda all relevant factors of the programming and preparatory phase. After giving an overall picture on the very nature of the multiannual budgeting, the present state of play shall be discussed, pointing out the most important issues, debates and planned changes. Then experts highlight the past experience, best and worst practices in the certain fields of preparation, such as institution building, adaptation of national rules and procedures, training needs, elaboration of programming documents, provision of national co-financing and communication. After the plenary session, the participants can discuss in smaller groups the most important changes planned in the draft regulations concerning the institutional and financial matters.
 
This event is unique, since there are no EU level forums, which help the member states to exchange experience concerning the actual cohesion policy issues. We think that this seminar can be the first and independent - non EU financed – forum, where the experts from the V4 countries can share information about the best and worst practices in order to be more effective in the absorption of funds in the actual programming period, and they also can suggest common strategies, which help them to act or react together during the planning of the 2014-20 programming period.
 
Although the invited countries may have different social and economic framework, as the speakers work regularly in the targeted countries as seconded experts, they are able to highlight each issue in the context of the V4 and Balkan region and streamline the different circumstances and interests into a joint effective discussion on the future and transmit general solutions which can be at home adapted to the special situations.
 
Preliminary program of the conference
	DAY 1, 22 March 2012 (Thursday)

	09.00-10.00
	Registration

	10.00-10.20
	Opening by the host

	10.20-11.20
	Overall picture on multiannual programming

	11.20-11.30
	Coffee break

	11.30-12.30
	Preparation for a new programming period in MSs

	12.30-12.40
	Questions - answers

	12.40-14.00
	Lunch

	14.00-15.00
	Institutional aspects of preparation

	15.00-16.00
	System audits, accreditation, procurements

	16.00-16.20
	Questions - answers

	17.00-18.30
	Visit to the royal castle, the venue of the EU presidency

	19.00-
	Welcome dinner

	DAY 2, 23 March 2012 (Friday)

	09.30 -11.00
	Programming aspects of preparation (programming documents, evaluation, financial planning)

	11.00-11.10
	Coffee break

	11.10 - 12.10
	IT and PR aspects of preparation

	12.10-13.10
	Lunch

	13.10-14.40
	Workshops on the new elements of draft Council Regulations on 2014-20

	14.40-14.50
	Coffee break

	14.50-15.20
	Main conclusions of the workshops

	15.20-16.00
	Questions - answers + closing of the seminar


 
 
 
If you are interested in the abovementioned conference, do not hesitate to register (by filling in and sending back the registration form via e-mail to Henrietta Nagy PhD., associate professor, nagy.henrietta@gtk.szie.hu) or ask for further information from the Organizers. 
 
	REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 20 February 2012


 
Please be informed that your registration becomes valid only after transferring the registration fee (EUR 100) to the bank account of the University (can be found on the registration form). The final deadline for transferring the fee is 2 March 2012.
 
For the participants of the conference we can provide accommodation at reduced prices on campus in the guest rooms of the hostel (http://www.sziekollegium.hu/en/) as well as airport transfer from and to the Liszt Ferenc Airport Budapest also at reduced prices.
 
 
We hope to meet you in Gödöllő soon.
 
Sincerely yours,
 
 
Prof. Dr. h.c. József Káposzta
                                                                                   head of institute
                                                                                   chairman of the conference
